Bingley  Urban  District  Council. 


REPORTS 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

(H.  ANGUS,  M.D.) 

AND 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 

(W.  E.  COOKE.  M.S.I.A.) 


For  the  Year  ending 
31st  December,  1923 


Thos.  Harrison  & Sons,  Printers,  Bingley. 


Health  Committee. 


Mr.  W.  RUSHTON,  Chairman. 

Major  S.  MOORE,  J.P. 

Mr.  JUBAL  BARRETT. 

,,  J.  E.  CROSLAND. 

,,  J.  EARN  SHAW. 

,,  S.  LAYCOCK. 

,,  J.  METCALFE. 

,,  T.  W.  SMALES. 

,,  T.  SNOWDEN,  J.P. 

,,  R.  WALSH. 

Mrs.  MOULDEN  j l-’or  Maternity  and 

Mrs.  ROBER'l'SHAW  ' Child  U’elfare. 


H.  ANGUS,  M.D., 

Medical  Olhcer  of  Health. 

W.  E.  COOKE,  M.I.H.,  M.S.LA., 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

V.  OVERSBV,  M.S.LA.,  A.R.San.L, 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 

T.  W.  CRAGG, 

.Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  (part-time). 

Miss  X.  BARUGH,  .MR.San.L, 

Health  Visitor. 

Miss  GIBSON, 

Health  Visitor  (Wilsden  & Harden). 

Miss  CARROLL, 

Health  Visitor  (Cullingworth). 


2 


BINGLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1923. 


I'o  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Bingley  Urban 

District  Council. 


OeN  TLEMEN, 

The  lolloM'injj'  refxirt  is  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  in- 
structions of  a Circular  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  dated 
15th  December,  1923. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  table  on  jjage  7 the  \ ital  statistics 
for  the  year  are  slightly  less  favourable  than  those  for  1922.  The 
birth  rate  is  still  falling,  and  is  now  lower  than  in  any  previous 
year  unaffected  by  war  conditions.  'I'he  number  of  deaths  is 
exactly  the  same  as.  in  1922  but  on  account  of  a small  increase 
in  the  population  as  estimated  bv  the  Registrar  General  the  death 
rate  is  reduced  bv  1.  Considering  that  in  1923  there  was  no 
fatal  epidemic,  like  that  of  pneumonia  and  broncliitis  in  1922,  this 
result  is  disapix>inting.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  has  risen 
from  63  to  72  ptu'  1,000  births,  whii'h  is  chiefly  accounted  for  by 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  congenital  debility  and 
malformations  and  a diminution  in  the  number  of  births. 

For  comparison  1 subjoin  a table  showing  the  figures  for 
England  and  M’^ales  and  those  for  the  Urban  District  of  Bingley. 

Infantile 

Birth  rate  per  Death  rate  per  Death  rate  per 

1. 000  of  population  1,000  of  population  i. 000  Births 

I’higland  and  Males  ...  19.7  ...  11.6  ...  69 

Binglev  Urban  District  16.3  ...  12.7  ...  72 

W'hilst  discussing  \'ital  .Statistics,  1 take  the  opport unitv  of 
ret'ording  some  interesting  figures  abstracted  from  the  Census 
of  192  I . 

The  [XApulation  of  the  Bingley  Urban  District  in  1921  was 
18,942  as  compared  with  18,739  '9''-  ^f  the  whole  number 

8,413  were  males  and  10.329  females,  the  figures  for  191  i being 
8,364  males  and  10,193  females,  so  that  there  Avas  an  actual  re- 
duction in  the  number  of  males  in  the  ten  years  and  a larger  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  females.  TTie  ages  and  condition  as 
regards  marriage  of  the  people  are  shown  in  the  following  table  ; 
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Ages  and  Condition  as  regards  Marriage 
of  Population  in  1921. 


BINGLEY 

U.D. 

Females. 

Males. 

All. 

Married 

1 

1 

Only. 

Total  

8413 

10529 

4066 

Marital  Conditions. 

Single  

4081 

5521 

Married  

3993 

4066 

4066 

Widowed  

335 

940 

— 

Divorced  

4 

2 

— 

Ages  (last  birthday) 

0—4  

673 

621 

_ 

5-9  

685 

734 

— 

10—14  

6g6 

755 

— 

15—19  

764 

961 

6 

20—24  

693 

1013 

195 

25—29  

666 

903 

462 

3'>  34  .. 

635 

824 

539 

35—39  

621 

826 

559 

40—44  i 

6 1 4 

788 

553 

45-49  

61 2 

743 

538 

50—54  

486 

626 

424 

55-59  

60 — 64  

65—69  

386 

327 

275 

482 

470 

352 

297 

241 

154 

70—  74  

151 

220 

65 

75—79  

80 — 84  

^5-89  '' 

84 

42 

2 

142 

56 

10 

26 

6 

I 

90—94  

95  and  over  

I 

3 
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As  regards  (X'cupation  of  persons  who  are  over  12  years  of 
age,  15,642  ill  number,  33  per  cent,  are  not  employed  as  earners. 

I'wenty-six  per  cent,  are  employed  in  textile  work,  i.e.  1,568 
males  and  2,472  females.  From  the  ages  of  12  to  14  the  number 
of  eac'h  sex  so  employed  is  about  equal.  Above  14  the  number 
of  females  exceeds  the  nuniber  of  males.  From  16  to  35  the 
num.ber  of  women  workers  is  about  double  the  number  of  men, 
but  after  35  the  relative  proportion  of  men  increases  until  45 
when  the  men  workers  exceed  the  waimen  and  over  the  age  of  60 
the  number  of  men  is  more  than  double  that  of  w'^omen. 

Six  |>er  cent,  are  w'orkers  in  metal  and  4 jx‘r  cent,  are  em- 
ployed in  commercial  business  of  some  sort. 

Personal  service,  agriculture,  and  professions  each  o('Cupy 
from  3 to  4 ix‘r  cent,  and  transport  and  (Communication  2^  per 
cent. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1923. 


Disease. 

No.  of  Deaths 

Enteric  Fever 

... 

1 

Measles 

... 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

... 

2 

Diphtheria 

I 

Inlluenza 

... 

7 

l‘'ncei>haiitis  letharg-ica 

I 

Mening'ococcal  meningitis  ... 

I 

'ruben'ulnsis  of  respiratory  system 

2 r 

Other  tuberculous  diseases  ... 

1 1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

25 

Rheumatic  fever 

I 

Diabetes 

7 

Cerebral  hctmicrrhag'e 

21 

Heart  disea.se  ... 

35 

Arteriosclerosis 

. . . 

6 

Bronchitis 

M 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

8 

(Dther  respiratory  diseases  ... 

3 

Ulcer  of  stomac'h  and  duodenum  ... 

4 

Diarrhcj^a,  et(\  (under  2 year.s) 

1 

.'Vppendieitis  and  typhlitis  ... 

2 

Acute  and  ('hronic'  nephritis 

. . . 

1 1 

Puerperal  sepsis 

2 

Cbher  ac'cidents  and  diseases  ('.f  pre'g;nancv 
parturition 

and 

2 

Congenital  debilit\'  and  malformation,  premature 
hirth 

•3 

Suic'ide 

I 

Other  deaths  from  violence 

6 

Other  defined  tliseases 

36 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

2 

I'otal 

247 

ths  of  Infant.s — legitimate 

22 

’ ,,  illegitimate 

I 
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Table  showing  Birth  and  Death=rates  since  1902. 


Y ear 

Birth-rate 

Death-rate 

Infantile  Death-rate 

1 902  . . . 

23.4  per  1 ,000  . 

..  12.3 

per  1,000  .. 

• 95 

pe-r  1,000 

Birth.s 

1903  ... 

21.8 

..  14.1 

M 

..130 

J > 

1904  ... 

^1-3 

..  14.9 

> » 

..  142 

> ) 

J ) 

1905  ... 

22.0 

••  *5-5 

..  105 

1 y 

» y 

1906  ... 

18.9 

..  15.0 

M 

••  133 

y y 

y y 

Average  for 
6ve  years 

^ ^ *4  ) ) 

14-3 

)) 

. 12  1 

y y 

yy 

1907  .. 

. 19.4 

) y 

...  14.6 

y y 

...  114 

y y 

y y 

c 

GC 

. 19.6 

y y 

•••  13-3 

y y 

...  104 

y y 

' y 

1909  .. 

. 17.2 

y y 

...  [3.9 

y y 

...  109 

y y 

y y 

1910  .. 

. 18.2 

y y 

...  12.8 

y y 

...  91 

y y 

y y 

1911  .. 

■ '9-3 

y ♦ 

...  13. 1 

y y 

■ • • 93 

y y 

y ) 

Average  for  , 

five  years  18.7 

y y 

•••  '3-5 

y y 

...  102 

y y 

y y 

1912  . . 

. 16.5 

y y 

...  13.7 

y y 

...  81 

) 

y y 

1913  .. 

• ‘9-9 

y y 

•••  '5-5 

y y 

...  85 

y 

y y 

1914  .. 

• ‘7-4 

y y 

...  12.8 

y y 

...  70 

y y 

y y 

1915  .. 

. 16.9 

y y 

...  14.8 

y y 

...  82 

y 

y y 

1916  .. 

■ 14-9 

y y 

...  13.8 

y y 

...  99 

y 

y y 

Average  for 
five  years  ^7’^ 

1 y 

...  14. 1 

y y 

00 

y 

y y 

1917  ... 

II. 7 

y y 

...  14.1 

y y 

...  80 

yy  yy 

1918  ... 

I '-5 

y y 

...  19.4 

y y 

...  83 

yy  y * 

1919  ... 

13.6 

y y 

...  14.6 

y y 

...  67 

y y y y 

1920  ... 

21.2 

y y 

...  14.2 

y y 

...  84 

yy  yy 

1921  ... 

20. 1 

y y 

...  10.8 

y y 

...  60 

yy  yy 

Average  for 
five  years 

15.6 

y y 

...  14.6 

y y 

■ 75 

y y y y 

1922  .. 

. 17. C: 

y y 

GO 

y y 

...  63 

y y 

y y 

1923  .. 

16.3 

y y 

...  12.7 

yy 

...  72 

y y 

y 1 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

In  July,  1923,  the  Bindley  iniant  Clinic,  which  had  been 
i-anied  on  at  the  technical  School  lor  8 years,  was  removed  to 
rooms  at  Myrtle  Cmac.  liere  the  surruunuings  are  pleasant, 
ihe  rooms  ((/mmodious,  well  warmed  aiul  cheerlul,  a marked 
improvement  on  the  lormer  building'.  The  position  is  perhaps 
noi  ([Liue  so  accessible  from  some  parts  of  the  town  l)ut  this  is 
eouiuernalaiu-ed  l)v  its  pro.\.imity  to  the  tram-line  which  brings 
It  within  easier  reach  of  Cottingley,  Crosstlatts  and  Morton,  the 
only  \illages  in  the  neighJjiourhood  which  have  no  clinic  of  their 
own. 

I wish  to  record  my  tlianks  to  the  ladies  who  give  their  ser- 
vices at  the  clinic's.  \\  ithout  their  help  the  small  staffs  available 
could  not  carry  on  the  work  elliciently. 

Mortuary. 

As  a result  (;f  complaints  regarding  the  unsatisfactory  con- 
dition of  the  public  mortuary  a consideralile  impiovement  was 
effected  by  the  Council.  Electric  lig'hting  was  inlroduc'ed,  a 
better  lavatory  basin  and  sink  provided  and  a proper  post-mortem 
table  purchased  in  place  of  the  stone  slab  which  had  been  in  use 
previously. 

Privy  Conversion. 

Marked  progress  was  made  during  the  year,  many  more 
privies  being  converted  to  water-closets  than  in  previous  years. 
.See  Sanitary  Inspei^tor’s  Report,  page  20. 

.Much  work  has  also  been  done  in  remedying  faulty  house 
drains  and  connections  with  sew'ers.  There  is  still  room  for 
great  improvement  in  this  very  imjxirtant  work  espt'cially  in  the 
outlying'  parts  of  the  District. 

Housing. 

I here  is  still  a shortage  of  houses,  which  1 fear  it  will  take 
years  to  remedy.  During  the  year  37  houses  were  completed 

( I which  6 were  ol  a temporary  nature.  .Vt  the  time  of  writing 
houses  are  in  course  ol  erection  and  1 have  no  doubt  all  will 
be  oi'cupied  as  soon  as  the\'  are  ready.  This  must  to  some  extent 
alle\iati'  the*  (k'ticiency — but  as  most  of  those  wliich  ha\e 
been  compU'tcd  so  lar  have  been  bouglit  b\'  those  who  intend  to 
inhabit  them,  the  large  number  ol  people  who  cannot  afford  to 
buy  houses  are  not  nuu'h  better  off  than  they  were. 

One  cannot  wonder  that  builders  prefer  to  sell  their  houses 
ratiu-r  than  to  let  them.  1 he  jieople  who  buv  them,  if  thev  al- 
leady  own  the  houses  they  tK'cupy,  usuallv  sell  in  order  to  get 
money  lor  the  new  house, and  consequently  the  man  without  capita! 
and  only  a weekly  wage  to  live  on  has  to  be  conteiit  with  a house 
which  no*  one  w'ants  to  buy  and  which  the  owmer  is  therefore  com- 
pelled to  let.  .Such  houses  are  little  if  at  all  more  numerous  than 
foimeilx.  L nfortunately  the  w'^ant  of  houses  has  led  to  many 
lamilies  ha\  ing  to  be  content  with  one  or  two  rooms  in  dwellings 
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intended  lor  one  family  only,  and  often  very  unsuitable  for  tin 
accommodation  cd  lodj^ers.  Cases  of  ovirc'rovvdinj^'  of  this  kind 
are  constantly  coming-  under  our  notic'c  and  are  (dten  verv  diili- 
cult  to  deal  with. 

I here  are  5,203  houses  in  the  district  and  of  these  about 
4,550  are  "houses  suitable  for  c;ccupation  by  persons  of  the 
working-  classes"  and  therefore  falling  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Housing  .Vets  as  regards  insptx'tion. 

.\bne  cases  of  overcrowding  in  the  legal  .sense  came  to  light 
during  the  year  and  of  these  it  was  possible  to  remedy  ti\  e.  Many 
other  cases  of  overcrowding  were  investigated  but  were  not  quite 
bad  enough  to  constitute  illegal  overcrowding.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  there  were  known  to  be  at  least  one  hundred  houses,  originally 
built  for  one  family,  but  giviiig  accommodation  to  two  or  more 
families. 

I'hree  cellar  dwellings  in  Eldon  Place  were  occupied  during 
the  \ear  although  Closing  Orders  had  been  made  on  them 
some  years  ago  bv  the  Couiicil.  Each  cellar  was  vacated  on 
Notice  being  given. 

Closing  Ortlers  were  also  matle  with  respect  to  cellars  found 
to  be  occupied  under  the  following'  houses  ; — ■ 

I , Eldon  Idace. 

46,  Ferrand  Street. 

37,  York  Street. 

I,  Harris  Street. 

Three  of  these  Closing  Orders  have  beeii  coniplied  with.  A 
Closing  Order  was  also  made  on  the  house,  6,  Hurrage  Street, 
which  was  totally  unlit  for  human  habitation  owing  tti  dcliciency 
of  light  and  ventilation,  d'he  house  has  been  vacated  and  closed. 

Milk  Production. 

The  dairy  industry  is  an  important  one  in  this  District,  there 
being  206  cowsheds  housing  1 ,5<S5  cows.  .Much  ol  the  milk 
prcKluced  is  exported  to  other  towns  and  little  is  impea-ted.  I he 
('oiiditi(;n  of  cowsheds  and  dair_\  farms  generally  has  occupied 
a great  deal  of  the  Sanitary  Insixictors’  time,.  644  inspe{'tions 
having  been  made  compared  with  164  in  the  previous  year.  We 
have  been  able  to  make  a commencement  with  the  w(u-k  of 
abolishing  insanitaiw  cowsheds  and  examining  cows  systematically 
for  tuberculous  disease  of  the  udder.  Details  arc  giveii  in  the 
Sanitary  Inspec-tors’  Report  (page  27). 

Food  Inspection. 

During  the  year  we  have  instituted  .sy.stematic  inspection 
of  places  where  food  is  prepared  for  sale,  and  as  a result  no  less 
than  4,500  lbs.  of  diseased  meat  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  food. 
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'I'hcse  twx)  items  give  some  idea  of  the  greatly  increased 
amount  of  work  which  has  to  be  tlone  if  satisfactory  contz'ol  is  to 
be  maintained  over  the  very  imjxmtant  matter  of  purity  and 
wludesomeness  of  foo<l  stuffs,  and  amply  justify  the  appointment 
of  an  additional  Sanitary  Inspector  which  was  made  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year.  Considering  the  wide  extent  of  the  District 
and  the  numerous  fumUions  [Xirformed  by  the  Sanitary  Depart- 
ment, even  now  the  Department  cannot  be  said  to  be  over- 
staffed. 


I'he  remainder  of  tliis  report  deals  with  subjects  specihed  in 
the  .\p|x;ndix  to  the  Circular  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  the 
(,rdcr  there  given  except  that  matters  whicli  are  esp>ecially  within 
tlie  province  of  llic  .Senior  Sanitarv  Inspector  are  included  in  his 
report  to  the  Council. 

1 am,  Centlemen, 

^’oul■  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  II.  A.VGfs,  .M.D.,  M.O.H. 
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APPENDIX. 


— « 

(1).  General  Statistics. 


Area  (acres)  * 1 1.675 

» 

I’opulation  (1923)  ...  ...  ...  ...  19,320 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  ...  5,075 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers 

(1921)  4,900 

Rateable  \mlue  ...  ...  ...  ...  ;£^io5,403 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  .;^^38o 


(2).  Extracts  front  Vital  Statistics. 


M 

F 

1 tir  ths 

Leg'itimate 

297 

>35 

1 Birth  Rate 

16. 3 

Illeg'itimate 

19 

8 

1 I ) 

Totals 

316 

143 

173 

1 )eaths 

247 

1 1 1 

1 36  Death  rate 

12.7 

Numbe 

r of  women  d\' 

ing^  in,  or 

in  consequence  of,  child  birth 

4 

» } 

from 

sepsis 

... 

2 

) 9 

9 9 9 9 

9 9 

other 

causes 

2 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  ag'e  : — 


Lej:jfitimate 

22 

rate  per  1,000  births 

74 

Illegitimate 

r 

99  99 

52 

T otal 

23  ••• 

99  99  99 

72 

Deaths  from 

Measles  (all  ag’es)  ... 

2 

W’hooping- 

Coug'h  (all  ag'e.s) 

0 

9>  > > 

Diarrhcea  (under  2 yeans) 

I 

II 


TUBERCULOSIS 


NEW  CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1 

1 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

— 

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

I 

I 

I 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

I 

I 

5 

2 

— 

— 

I 

— 

10  • 

— 

— 

I 

2 

— 

— 

— 

I 

15 

I 

3 

— 

2 

I 

I 

2 

I 

20 

4 

2 

2 

I 

2 

2 

— 

— 

25 

5 

I 

— 

I 

3 

— 

— 

35 

2 

3 

I 

— 

I 

2 

I 

— 

45 

2 

0 

— 

— 

4 

3 

— 

— 

55 

3 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

2 

— 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Totals 

15 

1 

J 

1 2 

Q 

i 

9 

12 
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Nope. — Of  Ihe  30  deaths  from  all  forms  t,'f  tuberculosis,  8 were 
deaths  of  p>ersons  who  had  not  been  notified  to  me  as 
suffering  from  tuberculosis;  but,  of  these  three  had  died 
away  from  this  district  and  may  have  been  notified  else- 
where. 


Ophthalmia  - Neonatorum. 


Cases. 

Vision 

unimpaired 

Vision 

impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

At  Home 

In  Hospital 

5 

5 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 
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3.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1923. 


DISEASE.  1 

Total 

Cases 

[Notified 

AGE  AT 

DATE  OF  NOTIFICATION. 

1 

Cases 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

AGE  AT 

DEATH. 

O-I 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-35 

35-45 

45-65 

Over 

65 

Deaths 

O-I 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-35 

35-45 

45-60 

Over 

60 

Diphtheria  

43 

— 

— 

— 

3 

I 

8 

10 

I I 

6 

' 

2 

2 

— 

35 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  F ever 

44 

I 

I 

2 

— 

13 

13 

7 

7 

-■ 

— 

— 

— 

38 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

Enteric  Fever 

3 

2 

I 

— 

— 

— 

3 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 







2 



— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Pneumonia  

39 

3 

3 

3 

3 

— 

4 

I 

4 

7 

6 

3 

2 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

2 

3 

2 

Erysipelas  

20 

I 

I 

3 

2 

8 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria  

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

I 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  \ 

I 

2 

2 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Lethargica  • 

6 

Totals  

ii57 

4 

4 

5 

6 

14 

25 

19 

26 

24 

1 1 

13 

7 

78 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

2 

— 

5 

2 

3 

2 

# 
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(4).  Causes  of  Sickness. 

Scarlet  Fever  and  diphtheria  were  both  prevalent  during  the 
year.  4'he  type  of  disease  was,  however,  not  se\ere,  there  being 
two  deaths  among  44  cases  of  the  former,  and  one  death  among 
44  c'ases  of  the  latter.  Deaths  from  tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory 
system  show  a considerable  decrease  compared  with  the  previous 
two  years,  but  on  the  other  hand,  non-respiratory  tuberculosis 
shows  no  diminution  either  in  number  of  cases  notified  or  deaths. 

(5).  Nursing  Arrangements. 

I'here  are  three  District  Nurses,  one  working  in  Bingley 
and  neighbourhotxl,  one  in  W’ilsden  and  Harden,  and  one  in 
Cullingworth.  'I'he  first  is  occupied  solely  in  nursing  in  the 
home,  and  is  employed  by  the  Bingley  District  Nursing  .Associa- 
tion. I'he  other  two  act  as  School  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors 
in  their  own  districts  and  are  employed  by  the  Harden  and  ,Wils- 
den  District  Nursing  .Association  and  bv  the  Cullingworth  District 
Nursing  Association  resfX'ctively.  'I'he  Nursing  Associations  are 
supported  by  voluntarv  contributions,  assisted  by  grants  from 
loc'al  charities,  and  where  the  nurses  act  as  Health  \’isitors  and 
School  Nurses  these  services  are  paid  for  by  the  District  Council 
and  the  Education  authority. 

No  provision  is  made  by  the  District  Council  for  nursing  in- 
fectious cases  at  horne. 


Midwives.  Two  trained  midwives  are  practising  in  Bingley 
and  neighbourhood.  The  District  Nurse  at  Cullingworth  holds  a 
midwife’s  certificate  and  attends  cases  there.  'There  is  no  trained 
midwife  in  Wilsden  or  Harden,  but  there  is  some  likelihood  of 
this  need  being  met  during  the  course  of  the  coming  year.  No 
subside  is  paid  to  practising  midwives  by  the  District  Council, 

The  Education  Authority  provides  a School  Clinic  at  Mom- 
ington  Road  .Sch(x>l.  No  other  clinics  (tuberculosis  and  venereal 
disease)  are  held  in  the  district.  Patients  are  sent  either  to 
Shipley  (tuberculosis)  or  Keighley  (tuberculosis  and  venereal). 

Hospital.s  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Keighlev  and  Bingley  Joint  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases 
is  situated  at  Morton  Banks,  about  two  miles  from  the  Bingley 
Urban  District  boundarv.  It  is  administered  by  a Joint  Hospital 
Board,  on  which  the  District  Council  is  represented.  'The 
Hospital  prox  ides  accommodation  for  120  patients,  which  is, 
under  ordinary  circumstances  amply  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the 
area  to  be  served.  The  same  authority  has  a hospital  for  small- 
pox at  Stanburv,  about  seven  miles  from  the  Bingley  Urban  Di.s- 
trict  boundary. 
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I'iic  Hingley  Cottage  Hospital,  situated  within  the  district, 
provides  20  beds  I'or  medical  and  surg-ical  cases.  Assistance  in 
its  maintenance  is  g-iven  by  the  District  Council  and  the  Council 
is  directly  represented  on  the  Committee  of  Manag-ement. 

Ambulance  facilities  (a)  for  infectious  cases  are  afforded  by 
the  Joint  Hospital  Board;  (b)  for  non-infeclious  cases  and  acci- 
dents the  District  Council  possesses  a horse  ambulance,  which  is 
kept  ready  for  use  at  the  lire  station. 


(6).  Laboratory  Work. 

Bacteriolog-i('al  examinations  are  niade  by  the  County  Council 
at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Wakefield.  Diphtheria  anti- 
toxin is  supj>!ied  t)y  the  District  Council  to  Medical  Practitioners 
on  application. 

The  following-  Local  Acts  and  General  Adoptive  Acts  are  in 
force  in  the  District. 


Local  Acts. 

Bing-ley  Improvement  Act,  1847. 

Bing-ley  Extension  and  Improvement  Act  1867. 

Bing-ley  W'ater  and  Improvement  Act,  1881. 

Bingley  Urban  District  Council  Act,  igoi. 

Adopted  Acts. 

Infec'tious  Diseases  (Prevention)  .Vet,  i8qo. 

Public'  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  i8qo.  Parts  11.,  IIL, 
and  \'. 

Public'  Health  .Acts  (Amendi-nent)  Act,  1907.  Part  IL,  Secs. 
17,  19,  20,  21,  22,  23,  24,  25,  26,  27,  28,  29,  30,  31,  32, 
and  33.  Part  111.,  .Secs.  34,  35,  36.  37,  44,  45,  46,  47, 
49,  50  and  51.  Part  IV.,  .Secs.  52,  53,  54,  55,  56,  57, 
39,  61,  62,  63,  64,  65  and  66.  Parts  \'.  and  VT.  Part 
\ IL,  Secs.  81  and  86.  Part  VI 1 1.  and  Part  X.,  Secs. 
94  and  95. 

Notifu'ation  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

I he  Baths  and  Washhouses  .Acts. 

1 he  Public  Libraries  .Acts. 

(7).  Sanitary  Administration 

is  fully  dealt  with  in  the  Report  of  the  Sanitarv  Inspector  pag-e  19. 
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(8).  Public  Health  Staff. 

iMiiDicAL  Ofi'icek  of  Health  (part-tiiiiej. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  (whole  time],  who  is  also  In- 
S|x;ctor  under  the  Housing  Acts;  Canal  Boats  Acts;  Dairies, 
Cowsheds  and  Alilkshops  Orders ; Superintendent  of  House  Re- 
fuse Removal,  yualihcations  : — Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate, 
Meat  and  Food  inspector’s  Certificate,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute; 
Diploma  Incorporated  Institute  of  Hygiene. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  (whole  time).  gualifica- 
tions  : — Sanitary  inspector’s  Certificate,  Meat  and  Food  In- 
spector’s Certificate,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  (part  time  in  V\'ilsden  \’il- 
lage). 

One  half  the  salaries  ol  the  above  Ollicers  are  repaid  by 
Exchequer  grants. 

Health  Visitors.  One  trained  Nurse,  holding  Health  Visi- 
tor’s Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  working  in  Bingley, 
Cottingley,  Crossfiatts  and  Eldwick,  (also  acts  as  School  Nurse 
and  Health  Visitor  in  East  and  West  Morton  and  Riddlesden 
under  the  West  Riding  County  Council). 

One  Trained  Nurse  working  in  Wilsden  and  Harden  (also 
acts  as  District  Nurse  and  School  Nurse  in  these  villages  and 
neighbourhood). 

One  Trained  Nurse  holding  C. M.B.  Certificate,  working  in 
Cullingworth  and  neighbourhood  (also  acts  as  District  Nurse  and 
Mid-wife,  and  .School  Nurse  in  same  area), 

A grant  towards  the  salaries  of  the  Health  \'isitors  is  made 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  with  resj^ect  to  their  work  in  c'onnection 
with  Maternity  and  Child  W'elfare.  The  County  Couni'il  also 
make  a contribution  to  their  salaries  for  School  Nursing  work. 


HEALTH  VISITING. 


Bingley,  &c. 

Wilsden  & 
Harden. 

Cullingworth 

Totals 

First  visits 

190 

53 

2 1 

264 

Subsequent  visits  up  to 
one  year 

916 

1 

' 0 

186 

I T7<S 

\'’isits  to  Children  aged 

I to  5 

00 

114 

606 

159' 

Grants  of  milk  to  Mothers  and  Infants  were  made  in  22  c'ases 
for  various  periods  in  quantities  of  one  pint  daily  for  each  c'hild 
under  3 years  of  age. 
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CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES 
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Memorial  Hall,  Rooms  hired  for  purpose  by  66  1 1 24  fortnightly  meetings, 

Harden.  Council.  consultations  and  short 

talks  to  mothers. 


(9).  Housing. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ~j 

(b)  \\  itli  State  assistance  under  the  Housing 

Acts,  1919  or  1923 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ... 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  57 

1.  — Unfit  Dwellinghouses. 

Inspection- — (i)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  364 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspec- 

ted and  recorded  under  the  housing  (Inspection 
of  District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  ...  ii 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a .state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  tho.s'e 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  ht  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  45 

2.  — Re.medv  of  Defects  wuhout  Service  of  For.m.vl  Noiice. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  tlie  Itxral  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  -5 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.— Proceedings  under  Section  28  ol  the  Housing, 
Town-Planning,  etc.  .Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  ot  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  i 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  •.•  •••  •••  o 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  o 

(3)  Number  of  dwell  ing-hou.ses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  by  owners  by  intention  to  close  o 
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H.  — Proceeding’s  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

(i)  \unil)er  of  dwelling-houses  in  resp>ect  of  which 
notices  were  ser\ed  requi?’ing  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

{.’)  .\ umber  of  ilvvelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  o 

C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the 
Housing,  lown-Planning,  etc.  .Act.,  igog. 

(1)  .Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...1  5 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  Inning  been  rendered  lit  ...  ...  ...  o 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  o 

{5)  Number  of  dwelling-hou.ses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  o 
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Report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1923. 


Town  Hall, 

Bingiley, 

Feb.  13th,  1924. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bingley  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  rny  Second  Annual 
Report.  The  report  gives  information  as  to  the  work  performed 
in  connection  with  my  duties  as  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  also  with 
regard  to  the  other  posts  1 hold  as  Housing  Inspector,  Canal 
Boats  Inspector,  Superintendent  of  House  Refuse  Removal,  etc. 

Marked  progress  was  made  in  1923  with’ regard  to  securing 
improvements  in  sanitation  throughout  the  district.  The  app>oint- 
ment  of  an  assistant  in  January  (who  was  later  appointed  Sanitary 
Inspector  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  {Officers)  Act, 
1921),  enabled  the  outstanding  routine  insp>ections  of  Workshops, 
Cowsheds,  etc.,  to  be  caught  up  with  and  carried  on  in  a more 
effectual  manner.  One  piirticularly  striking  benefit  of  the  aug- 
mented staff  is  noticeable  in  regard  to  food,  the  increased  in- 
spection of  slaughterhouses  and  shops  resulting  in  detection  and 
condemnation  of  over  two  tons  of  unsound  food, 

I lie  work  of  privy  conversion  in  the  outer  villages  has  pro- 
ceeded apace  throughout  the  year.  One  hundred  and  twenty-four 
privy  and  pail  closets  were  replaced  by  165  water-closets, 

-YU  these  conversions  were  done  by  the  owners  who  defrayed 
the  whole  cost.  No  legal  proceedings  were  necessary  in  any 
case. 

Sixteen  additional  water-closets  were  provided  during  the 
year. 
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The  following-  table  shows  the  steady  progress  made  during 
the  past  few  years  in  connection  with  conversion  work. 


19 ‘3 

Privy  and  Pail  Closets  abolished. 

76 

Water-closets  provided. 
105 

1914 

76 

111 

1915 

45 

61 

1916 

26 

38 

1917 

7 

10 

1918 

I 

6 

1919 

6 

23 

1920 

6 

53 

1921 

42 

60 

1922 

114 

142 

1923 

124 

181 

I'he  types  of  closet  accommodation  rernaining  in  the  district 
are  as  follows  : — 


Water-closets 
Waste-water  closets 
Pail-closets 
Privy-midden  closets 


3803 

874 

129 

478 


Not  the  least  of  the  sanitary  improvements  effected  during 
the  year  was  the  extinguishing  of  the  burning  refuse  tip  at  Dowley 
Gap.  This  tip  had  been  on  fire  for  some  years  and  it  was  a familiar 
ol)ject  from  the  main  Bradford  Road.  The  fire  was  extinguished 
by  “smothering”  with  non-combustible  materials. 


Residents  in  the  neighbourhood  have  since  expressed  their 
appreciation  at  the  cessation  of  the  offensive  odours  which  they 
previously  experienced  at  times. 


There  were  three  cases  of  tips  becoming  ignited  in  the  outer 
districts,  but  the  institution  of  prompt  repressive  measures  before 
the  fires  had  time  to  spread  obviated  the  incurring  of  heavy  ex- 
pi'nse  in  extinguishing  work. 
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SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  MADE  AND 
IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED. 

TABLE  No.  1. 


Details  of  Sanitary  Inspections  Made. 

Inspec- 

tions. 

Re-in- 

spections 

Dvvellinghouses. 

Number  inspected  and  recorded  under  Housing 

Acts 

1 1 

70 

Number  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  ... 

248 

145 

Number  inspected  alter  Infectious  Diseases  ... 

68 

10 

Number  Disinfected 

83 

0 

Library  Books  Disinfected 

12 

0 

Insf>ections  of  Water-closets,  etc. 

247 

85 

InspKJCtions  of  Privies,  Ashpits,  etc.  ... 

243 

201 

Inspections  of  Cellar  Dwellings 

37 

2 

Factories. 

Insp>ected  re  Sanitary  Conveniences  ... 

27 

26 

VV'^ORKSHOPS. 

Number  Inspected 

62 

12 

V 

Bakehouses. 

Number  Inspected 

60 

9 

Schools. 

Number  Insjjected 

19 

3 

Number  Disinfected 

9 

0 

Cowsheds. 

Number  Inspected 

594 

50 

Farm  Premises  Inspected 

38 

0 

Dairies. 

Number  Insi>ected 

62 

5 

Slaughterhouses,  Etc. 

Number  of  Insi>ections 

741 

0 

Inspection  of  Food  Shops 

127 

0 

Visits  to  Markets  ... 

29 

0 

Offensive  Trade  Premises. 

Number  of  Inspections 

lOI 

8 

Canal  Bo.ats. 

Number  Inspiected 

36 

0 

Te.nts,  V.ans,  Sheds,  Etc. 

Number  Inspected 

27 

0 

W.ATER  Supplies. 

Visits  to  Sources  ... 

16 

0 

Samples  obtained  ... 

3 

0 

2t 


Table  No.  1 — continued. 

Details  of  Sanitary  Inspections  Made. 

Common  I^)DGing  Houses. 

Number  of  lns{>ections  ... 

Uk.mnage. 

Drains  Examined  (old)  ... 

M ,,  (new) 

Drains  tested  by  smoke,  smell  and  colour 
Drains  found  defective  ... 

Refuse  Tips. 

Number  of  Visits  ... 

Piggeries. 

Number  Inspected 

Cinemas  and  Music  Halls. 

Number  of  Inspections  ... 

Ice  Cream  Shops. 

Number  Inspected 

Districts. 

InspKiction  of  Districts  ... 

Smoke. 

Number  of  Observations  ... 

Miscellaneous. 

Inspections  with  Medical  Ollicer  of  Health 

Inspections  with  Surveyor 

Interviews  with  Property  Owners,  etc.  ... 


Inspec- 

Re-in- 

tions. 

spections. 

28 

0 

31 

28 

168 

27 

82 

4 

29 

0 

260 

0 

12 

0 

5 

I 

9 

0 

37 

0 

99 

0 

•7 

0 

15 

0 

164 

0 

TABLE  No.  2. 

Sanitary  Improvements  Effected. 


Dwellinghouses. 

Unfit  Houses  Closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Cellar  Dwellings  Closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Roofs  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Spouting-  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Windows  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Broken  Window  Cords  Renewed  ...  ...  ...  15 

Plaster  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Fixtures  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Dampness  Abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

New  vSinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ii 

Sink  Wastes  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Baths  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Inside  W’ater-closets  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

New  Washing  Boilers  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 
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Table  No.  2 — continued. 

Sanitary  Improvements  Effected. 

Lavatory  Basins  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

W ater  .Services  Rejxiired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Filthy  Houses  Cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Verminous  Houses  Cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Overcrowding-  Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Animals  kept  in  house  as  to  be  a nuisance,  removed  ...  2 

Water-Closkts,  Ashpits,  Etc. 

New  W’ater-clo-sets  to  replace  privy  and  pail  closets  ...  165 

Additional  Wkiter-closets  provided  ...  ...  ...  i6 

New  Wkiter-closets  provided  with  new  houses  ...  ...  50 

Privy  midden  clo.sets  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

Pail  Closets  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Waste  Water-closets  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Wash  out  Closets  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Middens  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Sanitary  Dustbins  to  replace  middens  ...  ...  ...  92 

Ashpits  and  Ashplaces  abolished  ...  ...  ...  4 

Sanitary  Dustbins  to  replace  ashpits  ...  ...  ...  7 

Defective  Dustbins  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

Ashplaces  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Water-closets  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

New  Water-closet  Pans  provided  ...  ...  ...  3 

Water-closets  cleansed  by  tenants  ...  ...  ...  23 

Tipper  closets  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

New'  Pails  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Nui.sanrcs  from  offensive  refuse  in  ashpits  abated  ...  10 

Yards  and  Outhouses  cleansed  by  tenants  ...  ...  4 

Factories. 

Intervening-  \ entilated  spaces  provided  to  conveniences  21 

.Screened  approaches  provided  to  conveniences  ...  i 

Separate  approaches  provided  to  conveniences  ...  2 

Filthy  ('onveniences  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Insanitary  conveniences  improved  ...  ..  ...  4 

Conveniences  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

•A.dditional  W^ater-closets  provided  ...  • 9 

Lavatory  Basins  provided  ...  ...  ^ 

W^'ORKSHOPS. 

Cleansed  and  Limewashed  ...  ...  •••  •••  7 

Sanitarv  accommodation  improved  ...  ...  i 

Bakehouses. 

Cleansed  and  Limew'ashed  after  notice  . . ...  B 

No  Register  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  4 

No  Ab.stract  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  2 

Floors  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  3 

Drains  (-ileansed  ...  ...  ..  ...  •••  •••  ^ 

W^indows  repaired  ...  ...  ...  •.•  •••  •••  ^ 

.Ash  Receptacles  provided  ...  ...  •••  3 
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Table  No.  2 — continued. 


Sanitary  Improvements  Effected. 

Schools. 

Cleansed  and  Limewashed  alter  notice  ...  ...  ...  i 

Internal  Repairs  3 

Completely  re-drained  ...  ...  ...  •••  ..  i 

Closet  accommodation  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Closets  cleansed  ...  ...  .••  ...  ...  ...  6 

Cowsheds. 

Insanitary  Cowsheds  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

New  Cowsheds  erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

insanitary  Cowsheds  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Yards  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Middens  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sheds  cleansed  and  limewashed  after  notice  ...  ...  20 

Manure  accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cows  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Dairies. 

Outside  Stores  provided  for  utensils  ...  ...  ...  8 

.Stores  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Milk  covers  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Slaughterhouses. 

Cleansed  and  Limewashed  after  notice  ...  ...  ...  16 

Offal  removed  after  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Middens  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Oki-ensive  Trade  Premises. 

Cleansed  atiftl  Limewashed  after  notice  ...  ...  ...  4 

Offal  removed  after  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cesspits  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fried  Fish  Shops. 

Cleansed  and  Limewashed  after  notice  ...  ...  ...  4 

M'alls  made  impervious  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Flues  raised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Offal  receptacles  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cw.M.  Ro.ats. 

Certificates  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cabins  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  water  vessel  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Re-painted  ...  ...  ...  i 

Texi  s,  Vans,  Sheds. 

Caravans  eausinpi'  nuisance  removed  ...  ...  ...  3 

Water  Supply. 

Pollution  of  streams  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 
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Table  No.  2 — continued. 

Sanitary  Improvements  Effected. 

Drains. 

Repaired 

Re-laid  in  approved  manner  

Houses  completely  re-drained  

Sink  waste  pipes  disconnected  over  g^ullies 
Rainwater  tall  pipes  disconnected  over  g'ullics 

New  g-ullies  provided  

Soil  pipes  removed  outside 
Drains  connected  to  sewer 
Old  Drains  sealed  up 
Inspection  chambers  provided 
Choked  Drains  cleansed  ... 

Refuse  Tips. 

Burning-  Tips  extingui.shed  

Piggeries. 

Pig  Styes  drained  ... 

CiNE.MAS  ANU  MuSIC  HaLLS. 

V\"alls  cleansed 
Dres-sing  Room  cleansed 
.Sanitary  conveniences  cleansed  ... 

Ice  Crea.m  Shops. 

Premises  improved 

Misceluaneoi’s. 

Offensive  accumulations  removed 
Various  improvements 

Notices. 

Two  kinds  of  N(>tices  are  served  by  this  Department  requiring 
the  execution  of  works  or  abatement  of  Nuisances.  The  first  is 
the  Preliminary  Notice  which  is  in  the  form  of  an  ordinary  letter 
and  the  sec'ond  is  the  Statutory  or  legal  Notice  which  is  seiwed 
when  the  Preliminarv  Notice  is  not  complied  with. 

Four  hundred  and  thirty-four  Preliminary  Notices  were  issued 
during  1923  and  onlv  seventy-eight  Statutory  Notices.  It  is 
obvious,  therefore,  that  the  majority  of  .sanitary  improvements  are 
being  carried  out  without  unnecessarv  friction.  No  legal  pro- 
ceedings were  necessarv  with  regard  to  the  .Statutory  Notices 
served. 

During  the  previous  year  of  1922  three  hundred  and  .seventy- 
eight  Preliminarv  Notices  were  served  and  sixty-four  Statutory 
Notices. 

There  were  sixtv  Notices  uncomplied  with  at  the  end  of  1922. 
These  were  complied  with  or  put  in  hand  during  1923.  The  num- 
ber of  uncomplied  Notices  at  the  end  of  1923  was  74 — a satisfactory 
figure,  considering  the  large  number  of  matters  dealt  with  during 
the  year. 
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Housing  Work. 

Three  hundred  and  sixty-four  inspections  of  houses  were  made 
during-  19^3,  chieily  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts.  Two  hundi-ed  and  twenty-seven  re-visits  were  made. 

Further  information  with  reg-ard  to  Housing  will  be  found  on 
page  17  of  tlie  Medical  Ollicer  of  Health’s  Report, 

Disinfection  Work. 

Houses  are  disinfected  on  the  occurrence  of  Infectious  Disease 
after  the  removal,  i-ccovery  or  death  of  the  patient. 

Kightv-three  houses  and  nine  schools  were  disinfected  after 
Infec'tious  Disease  during  the  year,  d'welve  lemling  library  books 
from  infected  houses  were  disinfected  before  being  allowed  to  en- 
ter into  ('irculation  again. 

Special  treatment  was  given  in  the  case  of  three  verminous 
houses,  for  which  ordinary  disinfection  is  useless. 


Factory  and  Workshop  Sanitation. 


Faci’ories.  I'he  sanitary  accommodation  of  factories  is 
periodically  inspected  by  H.M.  Factory  Inspector,  who  refers  such 
defects  or  nuisances  which  may  be  dealt  with  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  to  the  Local  Authority. 

Fifteen  such  communications  were  received  from  the  Inspector 
during  the  year  which  related  to  ventilation,  screening,  and  nuis-- 
mces  in  connection  with  sanitary  conveniences. 

Visits  were  made  tO'  the  factories  and  inspection  made  of  the 
I'^veniences  mentioned. 

Details  of  improvements  effected  will  be  found  on  page  23. 

()n  several  occasions  these  visits  to  factories  revealed  that  the 
('onveniences  were  not  kept  so  clean  as  they  should  be.  Fre- 
quently it  was  found  that  no  one  was  directlv  responsible  for 
their  condition. 

1 his  is  not  as  it  should  be.  In  future,  offenders  will  be  re- 
ported to  your  Committee  with  a view  to  statutory  action  being 
taken. 


Workshops.  Ihere  are  100  workshops  on  our  register,  the 
Lcx'al  Authority  being  responsible  for  their  inspection, 

1 he  following  trades  are  carried  on  in  the  workshops 


Baking  ... 

••  33 

Brought  forward 

•••  73 

I'ailoring 

...  13 

Plumbing 

7 

Millinery 

...  8 

Blacksmiths 

3 

Dressmaking 

4 

Saddlers 

3 

Root  and  Shoe 
(Repairing) 

...  15 

Miscellaneous  ... 

...  T4 

Carried  forward 

•••  73 

Total 

...  TOO 
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I am  pleased  to  repK)rt  that  it  was  possible  to  make  one 
hundred  and  lorty-three  inspections  during'  the  year  as  against  26 
lor  the  previous  year. 

A card,  containing  lull  particulars  of  cubic  space,  lighting, 
\entilation,  drainage,  etc.,  ol  every  workshop  has  been  prepared 
and  indexed. 

Speaking  generally  the  workshops  are  in  a fairly  satisfactory 
condition.  A little  pressure  is  necessary  occasionally  to  ensure 
cleansing  and  limewashing. 

Special  attention  has  been  giv^en  to  Bakehouses.  Three 
underground  bakehouses,  which  had  been  established  illegally 
wei'c  discovered,  and  the  existence  of  these  was  reported  to  your 
Committee.  'I'he  occupiers  were  given  notice  to  remove  and  the 
matter  is  still  before  the  Health  Committee. 

I here  are  now  seven  underground  bakehouses  in  the  district. 
Lvcry  eflort  is  made  to  secure  that  bakehouses  are  kept  in  a hy- 
gienic condition.  Details  of  improvements  effected  will  be  found 
on  page  23, 


Schools. 

'rwenty-two  visits  have  been  made  to  elementary  schools 
during  the  year.  X'arious  improvements  were  required  and  car- 
ried out  chief  of  which  was  the  complete  re-di  ainage  and  conver- 
sion of  closets  in  connection  with  Cullingworth  National  School. 

Milk  Production. 

A very  large  portion  of  your  Inspectors’  time  was  devoted  to 
inspection  of  cowsheds  of  which  there  are  no  less  than  206  in  the 
district,  housiiig  1,585  cows.  Many  of  them  are  in  very  remote 
l(x;alities  which  of  course  increases  the  difficulty  of  adequate  in- 
spection. 

Six  hundred  and  forty-four  inspections  were  made  as  against 
164  for  the  previous  year.  A card  index  file  has  been  completed 
giving  dimensions  and  particulars  of  lighting,  ventilation,  drainage, 
etc.,  of  every  shed  on  the  Reg^ister.  A number  of  these  sheds  are 
in  sucli  a bad  ('ondition  that  complete  reconstruction  is  required. 
.\Ianv  others  however,  can  be  bi'ought  up  to  standard,  at  a fairly 
reasonable  ('ost,  by  improvenients  in  lighting,  ventilation  and 
drainage.  'I'here  is  obviously  much  work  awaiting  us  with  re- 
gard to  the  securing  of  better  conditions  in  the  cowsheds. 

Fhe  .Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915  (the  opera- 
tion of  which  has  been  postjxined  until  1925)  will  greatly  strengthen 
our  hands  with  regard  to  cowsheds  when  it  does  come  into  force. 

During  the  past  vear  eight  old  insanitary  cowsheds  were 
abolished  and  replaced  by  two  new  sheds.  Nine  sheds  were  im- 
proved. 
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1 must  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  many  milk  producers  do 
not  yet  realise  the  importance  of  keeping  milk  free  from  dirt  and 
contaminulion.  Some  farmers,  when  asked  if  they  make  a point 
of  washing  their  hands  before  commencing  milking  will  quite 
1 rankly  admil  that  they  only  do  so  “when  they  have  time.” 

\ ery  few  producers  carry  out  regular  grooming  of  their  cattle 
and  as  a result  of  this  neglect  the  milk  is  subjected  to  appreciable 
contamination  by  particles  of  disseminated  manure. 

vv  e shall  nut  get  clean  milk  until  we  get  clean  and  healthy 
cows,  housed  in  good  sheds  with  hygienic  methods  of  production 
in  conjunction.  Cows  udders  and  teats  should  be  wiped  with  a 
- damp  cloth.  The  milker’s  nails  should  be  cut  short  and  his  hands 
washed  and  dried  before  milking. 

The  milk  pails  and  strainers  should  be  thoroughly  washed  in 
boiling  water,  kept  scrupulously  clean  and  stored  in  a clean  and 
separate  store. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  authority  will  soon  be  granted  to  enable 
us  tO'  insist  on  improved  methods. 

The  question  of  dealing  with  Tubercular  Milch  Cattle  was 
brought  before  the  Health  Committee  in  July,  who  eventually 
authorised  me  to  obtain  samples  of  milk  from  cow  or  cows  as  was 
thought  desirable  to  submit  them  for  bacteriolc^ical  examina- 
tion, and  to  call  in  a Ceterinar)-  Surgeon  when  necessary. 

'Four  cows  were  discovered  that  were  giving  milk  infected 
with  Tuberculosis,  and  their  supply  was,  of  course,  prohibited 
lor  human  consumption. 

It  is  distinctly  unfortunate  that  no  power  exists  for  securing 
immediate  slaughter  of  these  animals.  They  usually  remain  on 
the  larm,  a danger  to  other  cows  and  a constant  temptation  to  the 
farmer  to  mix  their  milk  with  the  rest  of  his  supply. 

In  view  of  this  your  Committee  passed  a Resolution  recom- 
mending the  re-introduction  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order  which  re- 
quired slaughter  of  such  cases  and  provided  for  a certain  amount 
of  compensation  to  the  farmer. 

A copy  of  the  Resolution  was  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  the  \\  est  Riding  County  Council  and  the  local  Member 
of  Parliament. 


Retail  Milk  Purveyors. 

\\  e have  thirty-eight  purveyors  of  milk  on  the  register,  of 
whom  3 ha\e  their  premises  outside  the  district.  Sixty-seven 
inspections  weie  made  of  the  premises  within  the  district.  These 
ins[X!ctions  showed  that  most  ol  the  purveyors  kept  their  places 
in  a very  clean  and  satisfactory  condition.  In  8 cases,  however, 
the  milk  utensils  were  stored  in  the  dwelling-house.  In  each  of 
these  cases  an  outside  separate  store  was  asked  for  and  provided. 
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Food  Inspection. 

It  is  pleasing-  Lo  report  that  great  progress  was  made  during 
the  year  with  regard  to  this  important  branch  of  our  work. 
1 he  augmented  stall  made  it  pn^ssible  to  institute  systematic 
meat  inspection  throughout  the  district,  with  the  result  that 
4,500  lbs.  ol  diseased  or  unlit  meat  was  condemned. 

i\o  lewer  than  eight  hundred  and  ninety-seven  visits  were 
made  to  slaughterhouses,  Food  Shops  and  Markets.  Fvery 
eiiort  was  made  Lo  be  present  when  killing  was  taking  place  so 
that  meat  could  be  e.x.amined  before  being  sold  to  the  public. 

It  will  not  be  possible,  however,  lo  guarantee  that  all  meat  is 
insjxjcted  before  sale  while  we  have  fourteen  piivate  slaughter- 
houses remaining  in  the  district.  Five  of  these  are  situated  in 
the  outlying  villages  which  greatly  increases  the  dilliculty  of  fre- 
quent inspection. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  following  tables  what  a great  pro- 
portion of  diseased  meat  was  affected  with  Tuberculosis,  in  fact, 
the  prevalence  of  the  disease  amongst  cattle  and  pigs  is  little  short 
of  alarming. 

The  detailed  definition  of  what  meat  is  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption, contained  in  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  “Memorandum  on 
a System  of  Meat  Inspection’’  has  been  followed  during  the  year. 

Meat  is  not  always  transported  to  the  shop  in  a satisfactory 
manner  and  when  in  the  shop  windows  one  frequently  sees  it  ex- 
posed tO'  dirt  and  dust  from  the  street  on  a windy  day.  I believe 
that  Local  Authorities  throughout  the  country  are  in  need  of  more 
power  to  prevent  this  sort  of  thing  occurring. 

I he  question  of  the  provision  of  a Public  Abattoir  came  before 
the  Health  Committee  during  the  year,  but  no  definite  decision 
was  arrived  at.  There  can  be  no  question  but  that  some  of  our 
older  slaughterhouses  are  unliygienic  and  are  not  suitable  places 
for  the  preparation  of  food  stuffs.  This  fact  and  that  of  the  need 
for  constant  sup)ervision  while  slaughtering  is  in  progress  are 
two  strong^  arguments  in  favour  of  a public  slaughterhouse. 

There  was  one  case  of  legal  proceedings  against  a butcher 
during  the  year  for  being  in  possession  of  a diseased  carcase.  A 
fine  of  ;^'io  and  costs  was  imposed. 

Particulars  of  Unsound  Food  condemned  during  1923. 

Tubercular. 


Beast’s  carcases  and  all  offals  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  3 

Portion  of  beast’s  carcase  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  i 

Beasts’  Heads  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  2 

Beasts’  Lungs  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  7° 

Bea.sts’  Livers  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Beasts’  Stomachs  ...  ...  ■■  •••  •••  4 

Beasts’  Mesenteries  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  7 

Beasts’  Spleens  ...  ...  .■•  •••  •••  •••  •••  7 

I’ig’s  Head  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  ^ 
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Total  Weight — Lbs.  2711 


other  Diseases. 


licajits’  Livers  allcctcd  with  Distuinatosis  ... 
bheeps’  Livers  ,,  ,, 


Leasts’  Livers 


abscesses  (Aoxi-i  ubercuiar)  ... 


Leasts’  Lungs 
Leasts’  Udders 
Least’s  Liver 
I'lg’s  Liver 
Leasts’  iavers 
Ligs’  Livers 
lags’  Lungs 
Least’s  Head 


>»  >> 
mastitis 

fatty  degenei'ation 
cirrhosis 


»» 

hydatid  cysts 
actinomycosis 


Lheep’s  Head 
Pigs’  Pluck 
Beast’s  Carcase 
Beast’s  Stomach 
Pigs’  Lungs 
Ihg’s  Carcase 
Pigs’  Carcases 


>> 


bone  taint 
dropsy 
pneumonia 
Swine  erysipelas 
inflammation 


Sheeps’  carcases  in  a levered  condition 
Sheeps’  carcases  in  a moribund  condition 
Sheep’s  carcase  affected  with  dropsy 
.Sheep.’s  Pluck  in  a congested  condition 
Portion  of  sheep’s  carcase  in  inflamed  condition 
Calves’  carcases  in  immature  condition 
Offals  in  a state  of  decomposition 
Rabbits  in  a state  of  decomposition  ... 

1 Hare  and  2 Pigeons  in  a state  of  decomposition 
Rabbits’  Livers  affected  with  coccidiosis 


^3 

2 

12 

10 

10 

I 

I 


7 

1 

1 

2 
1 
1 

3 

1 

2 
2 

2 

I 

1 

1 

2 

1 2 

8 

3 

4 


Total  weight — Lbs.  4500 


W’eight  of  unsound  tinned  food  condemned  during  the  year 
was  i4^1bs. 

Offensive  Trades. 

'I  he  following  businesses  have  been  scheduled  as  offcn.sive 
Ii.'hIc  m by  the  Council  : — 

Bloixl  Boiling. 

Bone  Boiling. 

Fellmongering. 

Soap  Boiling, 
railow  Melting. 

Tripe  Boiling. 

Tanning. 

Grease  and  Oil  distilling  and  refining. 

Gut  Scraping. 

Healing  in  Rags,  Bones,  Fat  and  other  pul  ns 
cible  animal  products. 

Fish  Frying. 

Breeding. 
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It  will  be  remembered  that  new  Byelaws  were  adopted  in  1922 
to  control  these  trades,  and  these  regulations  have  been  a great 
help  to  us  when  requiring  improvements. 

I'he  following  is  a list  of  offensive  trades  carried  on  within 
the  district  : — 

Trip>e  Boilers  ...  ...  2 Tanners  ...  ...  ...  3 

Fellmongers  ...  ...  i Fish  Fryers  ...  ...  21 

Gut  Scrapers  ...  ...  2 

Three  applications  were  received  for  permission  to  establish 
Fish  Frying  Shops.  'I'wo  were  granted. 

One  application  was  made  for  permission  to  commence  fat 
boiling  which  was  refused. 

C)ne  hundred  and  nine  inspections  were  made  of  offensive 
trade  premises  against  34  for  the  previous  year,  and  various  im- 
provements effected. 

Particular  attention  has  been  given  to  Fried  Fish  Shops.  In 
two  c'a.ses  fish  was  found  to  be  prepared  under  insanitary  con- 
ditions, and  a complete  re-construction  of  these  premises  has 
been  required  and  is  now  being  carried  out.  In  other  ca.ses 
certain  improvements  have  been  insi.sted  on  and  it  is  hoped  to 
maintain  this  clo.se  .sup>ervision  during  the  present  year. 


Canal  Boats. 

Twenty  visits  have  been  made  to  the  pK)rtion  of  the  Leeds 
and  Liverpool  canal  which  is  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Bingley 
Urban  District. 

I'hirtv-six  boats  were  inspected.  Of  this  number  32  were 
worked  by  men  only,  the  remaining  four  carrying  two  males  and 
one  female  each.  Only  one  boat  was  met  with  which  had  a child 
on  board. 

• Vll  the  ('abins  were  found  to  be  in  a (dean  condition. 

I'he  following  contraventions  were  discovered  and  the  neces- 
•sary  steps  taken  for  remedying  them  : — 

Defective  water  vessel  ...  ...  ...  •••  i 

No  prop>er  Certificates  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cabins  not  weatherproof  ...  ...  ...  2 

Requires  ropainting,  lettering  and  numbering  i 

No  case  of  infectious  disease  (K'curred  on  any  canal  boat 
during  the  year. 


Cinemas  and  Music  Halls. 

The  places  of  amusement  within  the  district  are  periodically 
inspected.  1 have  expt'rienced  no  trouble  so  far  in  getting  what 
minor  improvements  may  have  been  necessary  attended  to  at 
(^nce  by  the  Management. 


31 


Ice  Cream  Shops. 

A very  larg'e  amount  of  ice  cream  is  manufactured  and  sold 
in  the  districl  during'  the  sun)mer  months,  not  only  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  resident  population  but  also  those  of  the  visitors 
who  fre(|uently  come  in  large  numbers. 

I considered  it  very  necessary  therefore  to  institute  a system 
of  inspection  and  supervision  of  siu'h  premises  wheix*  ice  cream 
was  inade  or  retailed. 

Inquiries  were  specially  directed  as  to  the  suitability  of  such 
premises,  as  to  the  water  supply  and  milk  supply  and  as  to  the 
general  health  of  the  perspns  engaged  in  connection  with  the 
business. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc. 

Twenty-seven  inspec^tions  were  made  of  these  temjxrrary  and 
movable  habitations.  'Tents  and  sheds  are  to  be  found  in  the 
more  remote  parts  of  the  district  and  are  used  as  week-end  resi- 
dences by  persons  frf)m  the  cities.  Occupiers  of  these  places  are 
requested  to  provide  suitable  closet  pails  and  to  dispo.se  of  the 
contents  bv  burying  or  other  suitable  method. 

Some  trouble  is  experienced  with  regard  to  hawkers  who 
travel  in  caravans  and  make  a temporarv  abode  ju.st  outside  the 
town  on  open  pieces  of  land  at  Crossflatts  or  on  the  Myrtle  Park 
Estate.  'These  people  if  allowed  to  remain  proceed  to  dump 
their  refuse  around  the  vans  and  constitute  a source  of  annoyance 
to  the  near-bv  residents. 

V'isits  are  made  to  the  vans  which  visit  the  town  on  feast  days 
to  ascertain  whether  the  (X'cupants  have  come  from  an  area  where 
infectious  disease  is  epidemic  and  whether  thev  themsel\"es  are 
free  from  such  disorders. 


Water  Supply. 

There  are  still  quite  a nuniber  of  houses  in  the  rural  por- 
tions of  the  district  that  derive  their  water  from  springs  or 
streams.  Not  infrequentlv  these  streams  have  been  found  to  re- 
ceive the  drainage  of  houses  also. 

Fiftv-four  houses  at  Harden  had  a supplv  of  water  laid  into 
the  houses  during  the  vear  from  the  Bradford  mains. 

Of  the  three  samples  of  water  procured,  one  was  from 
Rvec'roft,  one  from  Harden  and  one  from  Peasacre.  .Ml  were 
repfrrted  upon  favourablv  bv  the  Public  .Analvst. 

Drainage  Work. 

There  (Xin  be  no  doubt  but  that  there  is  a large  amount  of 
defec'tive  drairiage  in  ('onnection  with  the  older  houses  in  vour 
district.  Siu'h  ('ases  are  constantlv  being  discovered  either  as 
a result  of  I'omplaints  of  bad  smells  or  in  consequence  of  testing 
the  drains  after  the  occurrence  of  cases  of  Infectious  Di.seases. 
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A notahk-  case  which  occurred  duriug-  the  year  was  that  of  a 
terrace  ol  15  houses,  all  drains  of  which  were  found  to  be  in  a 
seriously  delective  condition.  Investigations  and  inquiry  showed 
that  many  ol  the  residents  had  been  suffering  from  frequent  head- 
aches and  sore  throats,  while  there  had  also  been  a rather  heavy 
iiacidence  ol  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria.  Complete  re-drainage 
of  the  houses  is  now  in  hand. 

A list  of  improvements  in  drainage  carried  out  during  the 
year  will  be  found  on  page  25.  Comparatively  little  private 
improvement  work  was  done  by  the  Council  as  it  was  felt  that  it 
would  be  better  for  the  Department  to  coiiHne  itself  to  sup)er- 
vision  and  leave  structural  work  to  private  firms. 

In  the  case  of  choked  draiiis,  however,  we  did  clear  a num- 
ber of  these  on  the  grounds  of  urgency.  In  fac't  in  ca.ses  of 
joint  ownership  where  there  may  be  say  a dozen  owners  it  is 
usually  cheaf>er  to  do  so  than  waste  time  making  out  and  serving' 
Notices. 


Emission  of  Black  Smoke. 

Our  statistics  in  regard  to  the  smoke  nuisance  show  that  a 
definite  improvement  took  place  during  r923-  as  against  1922. 
At  the  same  time  I am  far  from  being  satisfied  that  all  the  manu- 
facturers are  doing  everything  possible  to  minimise  the  nuisance. 

Xincty-nine  observations  were  taken  during  the  year  during 
which  23  chimneys  emitted  black  smoke  in  excess  of  the  j>ermis- 
sible  limit  of  2 minutes  in  the  aggregate,  in  thirty.  In  the  pre- 
vious year  61  observations  were  taken  when  20  chimneys 
offended. 

The  average  duration  of  the  black  smoke  emission  from  the 
twenty-three  chimneys  above  mentioned  was  5.1  minutes  in  30, 
as  against  5.7  minutes  in  1922. 

Eighteen  Notices  were  given  with  respect  to  the  offences.  It 
would  appear  that  bad  stoking  was  responsible  for  the  majority 
of  cases.  One  cannot  help  thinking  that  stoking  should  be  made 
more  of  a trade  than  it  is  at  present,  when  any  labourer  may  be 
pressed  into  sendee.  I would  suggest  that  classes  for  stokers  in 
evening  schools  niight  eventually  prove  very  beneficial. 

Owing  to  Binglev  being  situated  in  a valley  it  is  particularly 
liable  to  fogs  and  smoke  palls  under  certain  climatic  conditions. 
The  pall  of  smoke  over  the  town  is  frequently  nearly  as  bad  on 
Sundavs  as  on  weekdays,  proving  that  domestic  smoke  is  chiefly 
responsible  for  this  ot'curring.  I he  remedy  would  appear  to 
lie  in  the  cheapening  of  gas  or  other  smokeless  fuels  so  as  to 
render  them  open  to  more  extended  use. 
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House  Refuse  Collection. 


The  staff  employed  on  tliis  work  remains  the  same  as  last 
year,  viz.  : — 

Hingley  Town  and  District  ...  3ocwt.  Napier  Lorry 

and  4 men. 

Horse,  cart  and  2 men. 

W’ilsden  ...  ...  ...  ...  Horse,  cart  and  2 men 

(part  tirne). 

CuHing^worth  ...  ...  ...  Horse,  cart  and  2 men 

(part  time). 

'I'he  alteration  in  the  routes  of  collection  which  were  com- 
iiKUK'ed  in  1922  were  continued  durinj^  '9^3  chieHy  in  the  direc- 
tion of  utilising  the  horses  and  carts  on  the  short  distance  runs 
and  leaving  the  long  journeys,  which  in  some  instances  amount 
to  3 and  4 miles  to  the  Motor  Lorry.  W hile  these  alterations 
have  resulted  in  economies  it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to 
collect  as  frequently  as  desired  owing  to  the  rapidly  growing 
number  of  houses. 

158  houses  have  been  erected  during-  the  past  3 years, 
whi(T  all  necessitate  a weekly  or  fortnightly  call. 

On  the  other  hand  it  may  be  argued  that  the  decreasing 
number  of  privies  and  middens  should  counter-balance  the  effect 
of  increasing  number  of  houses.  The  saving  however,  is  not  .so 
real  as  woukl  be  expected.  .\11  converted  privv  middens  have 
been  replaced  by  dustbins  which  are  usually  found  to  contain 
much  more  combustible  light  refuse  than  hitherto  went  into  the 
midden.  One  reason  for  this  is  that  people  know  that  the  dust- 
bin will  be  emptied  on  a ('ertain  dav  everv  we(“k  or  fortnight, 
whether  full  or  half-full,  and  are  less  careful  in  consequence. 

It  is  a fact  that  the  amount  of  I'ombuslible  rubbish  in  the  re- 
fuse is  increasing  and  1 .say  without  hesitation  that  one  third  of 
the  material  brought  to  the  tips  could  be  burnt  at  home. 

1 can  see  no  reason  why  people  should  not  get  rid  of  such 
things  as  potato  peelings,  vegetable  leaves,  tea  leaves,  dirty  paper 
and  other  .scrap  l)y  burning  them  on  the  kitchen  fire  during  the 
major  portion  of  the  year.  Clean  newspajjers,  tied  up  in  bundles 
are  weh'omed  by  ('ertain  shopkeeixus,  an(i  garden  refuse  if  well 
dried  can  be  burnt  in  the  garden  without  causing  anv  particular 
nuisance,  the  resulting  ashes  forming  a valuable  fertiliser. 

1 he  experience  of  other  towns  has  shown  that  circulars, 
leaflets  and  posters  apjxaling  to  the  public  to  ('ooperate  in  this 
matter  have  produced  no  lasting  result.  It  is  possible  however, 
that  educ'ational  work  in  the  schools  and  bv  certain  organisations 
in  the  distric't  might  have  more  gocxl  effect. 

The  movement  to  provide  dustbins  has  prcK'eeded  apace  dur- 
ing the  year,  no  fewer  than  99  having  been  installed  in  place  of 
other  typ>es  of  receptacle. 
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Apart  from  the  disadvantage  of  inciting  some  p>eople  to  pro- 
duce increased  ret  use  for  removal  the  dustbin  is  much  to  be  pre- 
lerred  lor  reiuse  storage  than  the  ashpit.  There  are  now  867 
dustbins  in  the  district  and  1,58.2  of  other  kinds  of  receptacles. 

One  hundred  and  eighty  dustbins  were  supplied  by  the 
Council  during  1923. 

Shop  and  business  refuse  is  collected  and  disposed  of  by  the 
Council  free  of  charge.  The  question  of  instituting  charges  was 
under  consideration  during  the  year.  'The  approxiinate  cost  of 
collection  and  disposal  of  this  class  of  refuse  was  ;£,  i5i. 

The  total  numljer  of  loads  removed  by  the  Motor  during  the 
year  was  1,247.  Horses  and  carts  removed  3,396  loads.  251 
loads  were  removed  by  hired  team  labour  during  the  winter 
months. 


Refuse  Disposal. 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping,  which  is  the  most  prac- 
ticable method  at  present  for  such  a large  scattered  area.  There 
are  four  tips  in  use  situated  at  Dowjey  Gap,  Eldwick,  Culling- 
worth  and  W’ilsden. 

Complaints  were  received  during  the  year  with  regard  to  the 
CuUingworth  tip  which  is  neai'  the  centre  of  the  village.  The 
Committee  were  recommended  to  adopt  a system  of  covering  the 
tip  with  soil.  'The  system  was  adopted  and  has  resulted  in  a 
great  impro\ement,  no  further  complaints  having  been  received. 

'There  were  cases  of  the  tips  becoming  ignited  during  the 
year,  but  fortunately  it  was  possible  to  repress  them  before  the 
tires  became  extensive  when  extinction  might  have  been  very 
costly  indeed. 

'The  old  tip  fire  at  Dowley  Gap  which  had  been  proceeding 
for  some  years  was  also  extinguished.  'The  method  adopted  was 
that  of  isolation  of  the  burning  portions  and  smothering  them 
with  non-combustible  materials. 

Refuse  from  Bingley,  Crossllatts,  Harden,  Cottingley,  and 
Gilstead  is  all  brought  to  the  Dowley  Gap  tip,  which  is  also  used 
by  the  Sewage  'M'orks  for  the  deposit  of  sludge. 

Salvage  work  was  commenced  at  this  tip  during  the  year  on 
a small  scale,  by  the  reclamation  of  bottles,  scrap  tin  and 
enamelware. 

The  bottles  have  .so  far  been  utilised,  after  cleansing,  for  the 
supply  of  disinfectant  fluid  which  is  now  purchased  in  bulk  and 
bottled  by  the  department. 

I hope  to  extend  this  salvage  work  in  1924  if  favourable  con- 
ditions continue. 
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I'he  following-  Fable  g-ives  pi^irticulars  of  the  Sanitary 
accommodation  in  the  different  parts  of  the 
district  at  the  end  of  1923. 


Division. 

Water  Closets 

Waste  Water 
Closets 

Pail  Closets 

Privy- Midden 

Closets 

Open  Middens 

Covered 

Middens 

Dustbins 

i 

I Ash  Places 

Bingley 

2354 

726 

10 

40 

9 

21 

445 

907 

Cottingley... 

1^5 

16 

9 

48 

18 

14 

24 

27 

Harden 

130 

6 

1 1 

77 

28 

H 

73 

8 

Crossflatts... 

292 

31 

2 

24 

9 

9 

57 

71 

Mickle’waite 

143 

3 

1 1 

23 

9 

5 

15 

12 

Cullingw’rth 

208 

30 

4 

35 

14 

16 

71 

79 

Gilstead  ... 

44 

5 

16 

2 

5 

15 

12 

Eld-wick  ... 

88 

3 

26 

44 

10 

13 

17 

22 

Wilsden  ... 

429 

54 

56 

171 

99 

39 

150 

no 

Totals  ... 

3803 

874 

129 

478 

198 

136 

867 

1248 

In  concluding-  this  Report  1 would  like  to  express  my  thanks 
to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
interest  and  support  throughout  the  year.  I have  also  to  thank 
the  Clerk,  Medical  Ollicer  of  Health,  Surveyor  and  other  officials 
for  their  unfailing  help  and  courtesy. 

1 am,  gentlemen, 

Vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  Cooke. 
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